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Winter Greetings! As I write this note we are having 
our first rain for months, a welcome relief! And, 
along these lines, having finished our move to 
Theater Row is also a welcome óreliefô! I will not 
steal details from the article later in this issue on 
the move, but will say that we are all pleased with 
the brighter, roomier space and we are growing 
somewhat accustomed to the absence of windows. 
Come and visit to see how we each uniquely deal 
with this issue!  
 

 
 
Putting windows aside, our new space offers us 
greater research space; a fact about which I am 
very excited! We have a larger SPASE (Sensory 
Processing And Stress Evaluation) Lab, for the 
research being conducted by Dr. Stacey Reynolds 
and myself. Stacey, of course, completed her PhD 
work in the lab examining sensory processing and 
cortisol responses to sensory challenge in children 
with ADHD. Our other work involves children with 
significant mood swings. Stacey and I are always 
looking for subjects, so if you know of any children 
ages 3-12 who might want to participate, have their 
caregivers give us a call! The new lab space gives 
us more room for testing, and offers a more private 
space for caregivers to observe the testing process. 

In addition to this research space, we have an 
Assistive Technology for Cognition lab, run by Dr. 
Tony Gentry, and a Video Analysis lab to observe 
infant-caregiver interaction, run by Dr. Marie 
Anzalone. For more information on the ongoing 
projects in these spaces, contact Marie and Tony 
directly. 
 
Also, we have completed a successful Phonathon 
and truly appreciated the support this year of you, 
our valued alumni. This year, thanks to advance 
efforts by Karen McQueen, our own Alumni 
Committee, and of course you, we received a 
number of financial gifts in advance of the phone 
campaign. I trust you have received my thank you 
letters, and please know that they are sincere. 
There is much we cannot do without your support. 
Each year alumni support becomes more crucial as 
costs for students rise and support from the state 
wanes. This year, the year of the move, we find 
ourselves with multiple unexpected costs to make 
our new digs the best they can be for teaching, 
learning, and scholarship. The other thing you may 
not know is that our national órankingsô as a 
Department of Occupational Therapy depend, in 
part, on the number of alumni who support us. Mind 
you, it is not the amount of support, but the number 
of alumni. This means that any gift, regardless of 
amount, indicates to the national reviewers that we 
have alumni support. We will once again be 
reviewed this year by US News and World Report 
for those rankings, making alumni support crucial.  
So, to those who have already sent in your pledges 
to support student scholarships and other 
departmental activities, great thanks. And, to the 
rest, we appreciated your time on the phones and 
hope you too will consider offering us some 
support. I hope to see and/or talk with many of you 
in the near future.  Best! 
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Welcome to Theater Row! 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Peter Zimmerman (1975) is working in community 
health (VNA) where he specializes in upper 
extremity rehabilitation, especially following 
shoulder surgeries. He has been married since 
1978 to Jeanne Decesare, a physical therapist. The 
oldest of their two children has just started graduate 
school, and the other finished college this past 
year.  
 
Karen Welleck Scott (1978) recently decided to 
apply her OT skills to a new career as a Realtor 
and Life Stage Specialist with Scott Real Estate, 
her familyôs company, in Powhatan, Virginia. 
Previously, she had worked for over 25 years in 
school systems, the last few years in assistive 
technology for Chesterfield County (VA) Public 
Schools.  She reports on our alumni Website that 
her non-work occupations are reading, quilting, 
investment club membership, helping friends 
organize and declutter their homes and offices, 
Christian mission support and ñmercyò gardening. 
She writes ñOTs will find that they never truly 
ñretireò from the profession since there are 
innumerable opportunities to help friends and 
clients adapt to their various life stages.ò 
 
Lisa Owens (B.S., 2000; PPM, 2005) continues to 
work as a Licensed Occupational Therapist in the 
Chesapeake (VA) Public Schools. She wrote in 
April of 2007 to say she was getting married. 
 
Fiona Bessey-Bushnell (M.S., 2001) is working 
for Chesterfield County Public Schools as the 
Assistive Technology Liaison. Fiona and her 

husband, Matt, celebrated the birth of their son, 
Soren Michael Bushnell on November 15, 2007 at 
4:38 p.m. He weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces, and 
measured 19 ¾ inches. Big brother, Cameron, 
aged 2 years, has been welcoming Soren with little 
gifts, including books, stuffed animals and offers of 
drinks from his cup! 
 
Alison Conley (M.S., 2005 ) continues to work at 
McGuire Veterans Administration Medical Center in 
Richmond, VA, but recently switched from the SCI 
to the Polytrauma unit, where many of her clients 
are veterans from Iraq who have sustained brain 
injuries. She and her fiancé continue to reside at an 
independent senior apartment complex, where both 
are on call for any resident emergencies or needs 
for assistance. Alison began taking piano lessons 5 
months ago and waits tables ñPRNò (two of her life 
goals), and will be going on a Caribbean cruise 
next February. She says skydiving and Spanish will 
have to wait a while! Finally, Alison continues as 
this yearôs Chairperson for the Capital District of 
VOTA. 
 
Jonell Flythe (M.S., 2006) is working at a nursing 
home in Ashland, VA. Her responsibilities include 
ADLs, transfers, self-feeding, UE exercises and 
group activity ideas. 
 
Laura James (M.S., 2006) is alive and well and 
enjoying her new home and new job in Virginia 
Beach.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WE REMEMBERéé..Constance Beckwith (B.S., 1954) of Rochester, NY who died this past year.  

 
 
 

 
 

WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE OUR ALUMNI? 

WE REMEMBERé 
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THE BIG MOVE 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
After 30 years of being in the VMI (Virginia 
Mechanics Institute) Building, the VCU OT 
Department moved three blocks away into historic 
Theatre Row at 730 East Broad Street in August, 
just two short weeks before fall classes 
commenced. Two other departments from the 
School of Allied Health Professions, Gerontology 
and Rehabilitation Counseling, also made the move 
to Theatre Row. As you can imagine, a good 
portion of the summer was spent packing boxes 
and crates. Many large trash bins were filled and 
hauled away for recycling or refuse, unwanted 
books were given to the VCU Library for disbursal, 
furniture items were surplused, and craft items 
were donated to places like the Virginia Treatment 
Center for Children and Seven Hills School. Even 
with paring things down to the essentials, the 
Activities Lab, and 416 and 418 classrooms were 
filled from floor to ceiling with bright orange crates. 
Now that the big move is behind us, we are all quite 
content with our new ñdigs.ò Weôve settled into our 
offices, and our new ADL Lab and Activities Lab 
are clean and spacious. Weôre getting used to 
ñelecommutingò between the second floor and the 
lower level (where the Activities and ADL Labs are 

located) and to scheduling classes through 
University Central Scheduling.  
 
Shelly Lane and Stacey Reynolds are very pleased 
with their new SPASE (Sensory Processing and 
Stress Evaluation) Lab* and Tony Gentry and Marie 
Anzalone are equally happy with their Assistive 
Technology and Videoediting Labs. The Class of 
2007 gave the Department the valuable gift of their 
labor to sand and refinish the six worktables in the 
Activities Lab. They returned to campus in January 
for the ñConnecting the Dotsò program and 
appreciated seeing the fruits of their labor. Many of 
you will remember your years spent on the fourth 
floor of the VMI Building with some fondness. Our 
invitation is open, if you are ever in the area, to 
come tour our new home.  
 
*Stacey asked that I remind our local alums that 
she and Shelly are actively recruiting for typically 
developing children and children diagnosed with 
ADHD and mood disorders, ages 3-12 for their 
SPASE Lab research. 
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Computer Lab 
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2007 VOTA ALUMNI RECEPTION 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           
 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
           
VCU once again sponsored a reception for alumni at the VOTA Annual Meeting and Conference. This yearôs 
conference was held in Wintergreen in October. A number of our former graduates were able to reconnect with 
classmates, other alums, faculty and current students attending the conference. The new VCU OT Department 
banners were on display, as well as pictures of our new home in Theatre Row. It is always great fun to hear 
about where people are working, and to get updates on marriages and children. The VCU alumni reception 
was held just before the VOTA Wine & Dessert Reception where our students and faculty ñcleaned upò in the 
silent auction.  Plans are already in the works for next yearôs VCU Alumni Reception at the VOTA Conference 
to be held in Portsmouth, VA,  so plan to attend the conference and the reception next fall!  

 
 

 
 

Rachel Isak, Brook Glasscock and Susan Phipps (Class of 2009) 
celebrate their Silent Auction wins. 

(Clockwise) Rachel, Brooke and Susan mingle 
with Jacque Benton and Amanda Leadem (Class 
of 2008). 

Dianne Simons, Ph.D., OT faculty gets 
sociable.  

Jayne Shepherd, M.S., OT faculty mixes it 
up with alumni Sarah Malone.  



NEWS FROM THE ENTRY-LEVEL PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Top Row (left to right):  A. Harris, S. Barreto, E. White, B. Niedermayer, T. Hicks 
2nd Row from Top (left to right) H. Armstrong, H. Schultheis, L. Downey, K. Sherbon, T. Hairston 

3rd Row from Top (left to right):  M. Glass, K. DeWeerd, S. Kim 
 4

th
 Row from Top (left to right):C. Fox, K. Kinzer, A. Amey 

Bottom Row (left to right): J. Karen, M. Mensah, H. Willson, A. Barbara 

 
 
These students participated in VCUôs Commencement in May, 2007 and received their occupational therapy pins on 
January 12, 2008. Virtually the entire class has secured occupational therapy positions in a variety of practice sites and 
locations across the country.  
 
 
 
 
 


